
  

 
 

 

saintpauls 
CHURCH 

Lutheran 

FEBRUART 2025 NEWSLETTER 

FEBRUARY HAPPENINGS  
Mondays (17th) ”Laugh Your Way to a Better Marriage” 7pm parsonage 

Wednesday at 7 pm Bible Study with Pastor Jim 

4th Council 7 pm 

8th Men’s Brotherhood 8am in the Parish Hall 

8th Women’s Group Galentine’s Day 9am in the parsonage RSVP 

18th Brotherhood Spaghetti Dinner 6pm—Ticket $5 VBS meeting follow-

ing 7-8pm (Rescheduled due to snow) 

18th Senior Fellowship 11:30 am Parish Hall 

Looking Ahead 

Shrove Tuesday-March 4th Pancake Supper 6pm, Council Open 

House following,  

Grassroots—April 19h 8:30am Parish Hall, 11:30am at center 

Community Yard Sale—Spring 2025 is NOT accepting donations. Space 

Available for community members at a fee. May 3, 2025 More inside. 
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News 
And Notes 
St. Paul’s monthly newsletter 

 

January brought us cold weather for the Epiphany Season. Looking forward to 

warmer weather. March 4th is Shrove Tuesday! 
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Congregational 
Council 

    message from 
Council 

February 2025 

Russ 

Council President 

During these times of great angst and uncertainty in our 

country, we need to stand together as Christians to support, 

care, and love our neighbors, friends, and strangers in the 

community.  We are all God’s children and should be re-

spectful of that fact.   

Back to St. Paul’s, we are off to a good start this year with 

plenty of activities and events planned.  A spaghetti dinner, 

Shrove Tuesday (pancake supper and Bible Jeopardy),  Grass-

Roots meal prep and serving, and our always active Men’s 

and Women’s Groups and Senior Fellowship.   Please stay in-

volved with the many opportunities and activities the church 

has to offer.   

Speaking of involvement, we are still searching for members 

to join Church Council for the upcoming terms; for those that 

are interested, we encourage you to join the March 4th Coun-

cil Meeting and see how we operate the Church.   

For now, bundle up and stay warm, we will see you at 

church. 

God Bless 
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Congregational 
Council 
 
Continued 

    message from 
Council 

February 2025 

Invitation to attend a Council Open House following Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper 

To increase knowledge of the different ministries and opportunities for Council service, we welcome all to 
attend the March 4 Council meeting. As this falls on Shrove Tuesday, Council will begin after our tradition-
al Pancake Supper/Bible Jeopardy event. The ‘open house’ council format will include regular monthly 
ministry reports along with descriptions of ministry roles and resources that facilitate continuity during 
leadership transition. The meeting will include time for open discussion and questions. 

We hope that this exposure will inspire you to consider service in one of the 7 Council positions listed be-
low that will be open this May. Thanks to those who are currently considering these roles. We look for-
ward to seeing you for pancakes and the meeting! 

Peace, 

 

Pr. Jim and the St. Paul’s Council 

 

Council positions to open in May (remember ministry duties can be shared in a team leadership format): 
 
Worship and Music 
Social Outreach 
Evangelism 
Treasurer 
Property 
Vice President 
President 
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Contact: Judy Hewitt-Hassel 

Judy@stpaulslutheran.info 

Prayer Requests stay in the bulletin 

for six weeks 

 

 

 

 

 

DELAWARE-MARYLAND SYNOD 

5699 MERIDALE RD. BALTIMORE, MD 

21228 | 410-230-2860 | demdsynod.org 

message from 
OUR PASTOR 
February 2025 
 
February is a month where we 
hear the word “love” at lot. New 
“chick flicks” often come out on 
Valentine’s Day. People take their 
loved ones out on dates and give them special gifts to 
show each other how much they love each other. Card 
companies bring out their new card designs and place 
them on the card shelves. Make sure to get a good one 
now before the stores run out of them. The idea of love 
during Valentine’s Day often feels forced and 
manufactured. This forced and manufactured love is why 
people often call Valentine’s Day a “Hallmark” holiday, 
which means it’s a commercial holiday.  
 Jesus is someone who talks about love quite a bit. 
He talks about the love of God, and his love for his 
people. During his dialogue in the last supper, he talks to 
his disciples about loving one another. Jesus says in the 
book of John chapter 13, “A new command I give you: 
Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love 
one another. By this everyone will know that you are 
my disciples, if you love one another.” 
 Jesus is always teaching his disciples. At this point 
he is days away from his death, and his disciples are 
going to have to learn how to lead the church when he 
ascends. He’s going to come back for a short time when 
he rises again from the dead, but he will ascend to 
heaven. Then his disciples are going to be applying what 
they learned from him to build the church. After he 
washes the feet of his disciples, Jesus tells them to love 
one another. He specifically teaches his disciples that 
they need to support each other. By this love and 
support, people will know they are true disciples of 
Christ.  
 This advice applies to us as well. There are many 
ministries here at St. Paul’s that focus on building 
relationships between the members of this church. We 
host many dinners throughout the year, we have a 
monthly seniors ministry, and we also have several youth 
ministries. Attending these ministries helps build our 
relationships with each other and makes it easier for us 
to care for one another. Being a church means we care 
for one another. It means we love one another. So, love 
one another, so others will see that we are true disciples 
of Christ. 
  

 

Pastor Jim 

The Rev. James FitzGerald 

 

Community of St. Dysmas 

The Rev. Susan Beck 

The Rev. Melody Hession-Sigmon 

Currently CSD is providing Word 
and Sacrament ministry at four 
facilities: 
Maryland Correctional Institution 
- Jessup     (MCIJ, men, Jessup) 
Maryland Correctional Institution 
- Women's     (MCIW, women, 
Jessup)Maryland Correctional 
Training Center     (MCTC, men, 
Hagerstown)Central Maryland 
Correctional Facility     (CMCF, 
men, Sykesville) 

Consider donating to After 
Care Stdysmasmd.org 

http://www.dpscs.maryland.gov/locations/mcij.shtml
http://www.dpscs.maryland.gov/locations/mcij.shtml
http://www.dpscs.state.md.us/locations/mciw.shtml
http://www.dpscs.state.md.us/locations/mciw.shtml
http://www.dpscs.state.md.us/locations/mctc.shtml
http://www.dpscs.state.md.us/locations/mctc.shtml
http://dpscs.maryland.gov/locations/cmcf.shtml
http://dpscs.maryland.gov/locations/cmcf.shtml
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WORSHIP ASSISTANTS & ACOLYTES 

Worship Assistants serve God and St. Paul’s by participating in worship services in a number of meaningful ways. It’s easy to 

sign up online at: https://www.signupgenius.com/ go/10C0D45ADAA2DA0FCC07-worship2 You can always call or email the 

church office, so please sign up. Betty Kerwin 

 

THANK YOU 

I extend my sincere thanks and gratitude for the gift  from the congregation. As I have 

said previously my work with St Paul was an honor and it is so exciting to now see the 

continued and growing ministries with pastor Jim. 

God's Blessings to all  

Warm regards  

Pastor Joe 

 

 

Saint Paul’s Vacation Bible School 

 Join the lovable dog, Scout and go on the road with God 

Dates: July 21 through July 25 

Time: 6:00 – 7:45 (5:30 Dinner for all) 

Contact the church office 301-725-0241 or office@stpaulslutheran.info 

Congregational 
Notices  

February2025 
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Congregational  
 

Continued 
 

February 2025 

Congregational  
 

Continued February 2025 
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Congregational  
 

Continued 
 

Congregational  
 

Continued February2025 

Directory 2025 is coming! 

An effort is underway to produce a church directory with the goal of it coming out in time for our semi-annual congre-

gational meeting. 

John Korslund is the council representative who will be charged with doing the IT work to compile all the names and 

addresses we have on file. A letter will go out soon to the congregation explaining how you can update the infor-

mation we have on hand and the options for submitting or having your picture taken. 

Janet Jew and Roz Norman will be leading the production effort to get the information into booklet form. Kerry Griffin 

will be putting a link on the church website where if you desire to use your own picture you can upload it for inclusion 

in the directory booklet. He has also volunteered to help with the artwork and graphics for the booklet.  

It has not been decided if we will have a church volunteer taking pictures or we will hire someone. 

Watch for more information to come out in the next newsletter 

 

Kiddie Corner- Beginning March 2nd.  
First Sunday of the month, babysitting services will be offered during the church service by 
Zoe and Luke Emad for kids 1.5-5yrs of age,  
available after the children’s sermon,  downstairs in the Little Lambs classroom. Zoe and 
Luke will read, play and pray with the children while the parents worship upstairs. Please 
feel free to contact the church office 301-725-0241 or office@stpaulslutheran.info with 
questions or concerns.  
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Congregational  
 

Continued February2025 

The sign up form is available in the Narthex at church and will be downloaded from the church web-

site. https://www.stpaulslutheran.info under the Fellowship Groups tab. Then scroll down to Brother-

hood or https://stpaulslutheran.info/wp-content/uploads/2025/02/2025-02-10_Returnform.pdf 

Registration deadline is April 3rd. 
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Message from 
Senior Fellowship 
 
 

The February Senior Fellowship luncheon will be held on Tuesday, February 18th beginning at 11:30am. Our 

speaker will be from the Howard County Consumer Protection department to help us recognize A.I. scams. 

Anyone, 60 years of age (or close), is invited to attend. Please RSVP by calling or emailing 301-725-0241, 

stpaulslutheran.info 

Also, we ask that you bring any of the following “most needed items” to donate to the Howard County Food 

Bank: 

The holidays may be over but there is still tremendous need in our area. Please consider helping. 

Our inclement weather policy:  We follow the Howard County Public School System. If schools are 

closed, we will not have our luncheon. 

Mark your calendar for upcoming events: 

 

 

 

Congregational 
Fellowship 
February 2025 

Looking forward to 

seeing you! 

*Bags of rice *Sauces & condiments 

*Pasta & sauce * Bags of dry beans 

*Soups *Hot & cold cereal 

*Tuna *100% Fruit juice 

*Peanut butter *Spices 

*Diapers (Size 4+) *Feminine hygiene products 

MARCH Hidden History of Howard County Written by Nathan & Wayne Davis 

APRIL White House Usher: “Stories from the Inside” Written by Christopher B. Emery 

MAY Annual Picnic and boxed lunch in the pavilion 
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message from 

Women’s Group 
 

Next Meeting March 8th 
 

GALENTINE’S DAY (February 8th 9am) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photos of January Meeting 

page 11—> 

February 2025 

Second Saturday of Each Month 

9:00 a.m. 

 All of the women of St. Paul’s Lutheran Church are invited to our monthly meetings. 

We begin each meeting with brunch and a devotional and then complete a service project or 

special activity. 

 No-sew blankets, knitting, crocheting, cookie decorating, serving the church, and gar-

dening are a few of our activities from earlier this year. We also plan and prepare for our an-

nual Holiday Bazaar in October. Our group’s goal is to inspire the women of our church in 

their walk with Jesus. We hope to see you at future Women’s Group meetings! 

Group Photo with glasses, this year’s theme 

Opening remarks and prayer led by Sally Murphy 

Coordinator – Sally Murphy 

Programs and Outreach – Sandy 

August 

Communications – Cathy Dymek 

Devotions – Hanna FitzGerald 
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February 2025 

Continued message from 
Women’s Group 

January 11th Meeting Photos 

The Women of St. Paul’s re-strung beaded bracelets to sell at our next Holiday Bazaar in the basement Li-

brary 

Cathy Peters, Barb Glenn, Cathy Dymek, and Sally 

 Murphy  

Hanna FitzGerald, Joyce Loper, Brenda Scott, Karen Jennings 

and Jane Hershey 

Jane Hershey, Janet Jew and Diane Hunt 

Around the table, left corner to right: Hanna FitzGerald, Joyce Loper, Brenda Scott, Karen Jennings (not 

shown), Jane Hershey, Diane Hunt, Cathy Peters, Barb Glenn, Cathy Dymek (not Shown) and Sally Murphy 



12 

 

    Message from 
Brotherhood February 2025 

MEN'S  BROTHERHOOD—February update 

Our next meeting is scheduled for March 8th.  The Men's Brotherhood meets the second Saturday of every 

month in the Parish Hall. Our meetings run from 8 A.M to about 9 A.M., and feature member-provided 

meals.  The future activities that we would love to have you attend.  On Tuesday, February 18th we will 

sponsor a Spaghetti Dinner to share with each other and our friends and neighbors.  There will be a suggest-

ed donation of $5 per person.   

 On May 3rd, the First Annual Community Yard Sale will take the place of the traditional yard sale.. 

We will seek sponsors and vendors to rent table space in the Parish Hall, parking lot, and the Pavilion.  Pair 

up with a friend or neighbor to rent a space to sell your unwanted treasures.  The Brotherhood will sponsor 

space to help sell items in our current inventory.  We are not seeking any more donations. Members of the 

congregation will enjoy special rental rates for space.  All we ask is that you retain possession of your items 

at  the end of the market.  And as in past years, we will offer grilled food and a bake sale. 

 Our second annual Men's Retreat at Mar Lu Ridge will take place June 6-7.  We invite all men to join 

in a retreat that will take place in the mountains just south of Frederick. 

We welcome all men, young and young at heart, to exchange fellowship, share a brief devotion, and to plan 

our service agenda.  If anyone would like to join us for breakfast at 8 A.M., just drop me a line or just show 

up- we always manage to serve everyone!  I hope you can join us at our next meeting in the Parish Hall. 

Erik Domaas, President 

edomaas@gmail.com 

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church Men’s Brotherhood Scholarship Program 

Applications will be accepted through April 1 each year.  The Scholarship committee will review the applications and 

select students that meet the scholarship criteria.  Applicants will be notified by May 1 if they will receive a scholarship. 

Prospective Applicants 

• The applicant must be an active member of St. Pau’s Lutheran Church. 

• Applicants are restricted to high school seniors. 

•       The Applicant must plan to be a full-time student. 

 

See the church website for the application to apply now.  https://www.stpaulslutheran.info 
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Congregational 
History 
 

 

                                                                                                                                                        

   

 

As I write this Epiphany is drawing to a close and Lent is 

coming up fast with Shrove Tuesday, March 4th and 

Ash Wednesday, March 5th. Recently on Sunday, 

January 12th (Baptism of Our Lord), our guest Pastor, 

Susan Beck asked if our Baptismal Font had a history. 

Unfortunately, I drew a blank and could not recall any 

specifics, but I know the present font has been with the 

congregation a long time. There isn’t anything in our 

most recent Anniversary booklet but I remember 

seeing something about it in past booklets. So, I did 

some research and found the following information 

that I would like to share: 

According to the 100th and 125th Anniversary books 

the following is the history of the baptismal font in the 

Sanctuary: 

July 7, 1946: (100th Anniversary Edition) 

The baptismal font was dedicated in memory of 

charter member Jacob Hines and his wife Catherine 

and Reuben P. Hines, given by the wife and children of 

the late Reuben P Hines. The unveiling was by Richard 

Finneyfrock and Raymond Zeltman. Presentation was 

made by William J. Hines and accepted by John Bassler, 

president of the congregation. Elmer F. Wessel 

volunteered to add more light in the chancel. 

October 13, 1946  

The practice of placing fresh cut flowers in the altar 

vases began on this date at the cost of $2.00 per 

Sunday. Flowers were furnished by Charles Cook and 

Son, florist of Ellicott City, Maryland. 

July 7, 1946 (125 Anniversary notation:) 

The baptismal font, donated by the wife and children 

of Ruben P. Hines in memory of Reuben P and his 

parents Jacob and Catherine Heinz founding members 

of St. Paul's was dedicated. It originally had a brass  

 

 

 

 

Bowl but was replaced in 1983 by a stainless steel one 

donated by Elizabeth Auldridge. 

Don't know if there are any additional references 

maybe in the Council Minutes. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I included the reference to the flowers as our present 

source “Ellie’s Arrangements went out of business on 

December 26,, 2024 and we now have  new source. 

Amanda’s Arrangement in Burtonsville. It was 

interesting to me that the practice of cut flowers on 

the altar also began in 1946. imagine $2 per vase! 

 

 

 

message from 
Archives 

February 2025 

Baptismal Font still in use today from 1946 

Respectfully submitted, 

Kerry Griffin 

Archivist  
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Message from 

Social Outreach 
How you can show Christ’s love— February 25 

Social Outreach Events 
 
 
We will be preparing and serving meals for Grassroots Day on the following days: 
Saturday, February 15, 2025 
Saturday, April 19. 2025 
Saturday June 21, 2025 
Saturday, August 16, 2025 
If you are interested in helping with any of these meals, please sign up using the Signup Genius link below or contact Sue 
Bell (sue@stpaulslutheran.info): 
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0D45ADAA2DA0FCC07-49766230-splc#/ 
 
Thanks in advance for your support! 
 

Sue Bell 
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Upcoming 
EVENTS 
 

Council Meeting 

February 4th—7pm 

 

Men’s Brotherhood 

February 8th 8am 

Women’s Group  

 February 8th 9 am 

 

Social Outreach 
 

February  15th Grassroots 

8:15am meal prep with delivery 

to the center and serving at 

11:35am till 3:00 pm.  
 

Senior Fellowship Luncheon 

February 18th 11:30 am 

Events 
Mondays (3-17)  “Laugh Your 

Way to a Better Marriage “–7pm 

parsonage  

Wednesdays 7pm Bible Studies 

with Pastor    

Spaghetti Dinner Feb 18 6pm 

with VBS meeting following 

Looking Ahead 

Shrove Tuesday (Mar 4th)

Pancake Supper 6pm with Coun-

cil Open House to follow 

Grassroots April 19th 

Community Yard Sale May 3, 

2025 NOT Accepting donations 

Holiday Bazaar Oct. 18 9am-2pm 

Social 

MEDIA 
Look for us on social media! 

FACEBOOK: facebook.com/ 

 stpaulsfulton 

 

Church 
Contacts 

Staff, Council, and Ministries 
CHURCH STAFF 

Lead Pastor, James FitzGerald  

Music Director, Christine Grycenkov 

Administrative Assistant, Sondra Knox,  

301-725-0241; office@stpaulslutheran.info 

 

Articles for the March newsletter are due February 23, 2025 


